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imbedded in a horny ground mass, and covered on the free surface by
a thin membrane.
Now that we have considered the general structure of normal teeth,
we will take up those used for technical purposes.1 Usually these are
known under the general name of ivory, although all of them are not the
teeth or tusks of elephants.
The ivory of commerce is obtained from one extinct species, namely,
the mammoth (Elephas primigenius), and six living species, namely,
the Indian and African elephants (Elephas Indicus, E. Ajricanus), the
hippopotamus (Hippopotamus amphibius), the walrus (Trichechus
Rosmarus), the sperm whale (Physeter macrocephalus], and the narwhal
(Monbdon monoceros).
TRUE IVORY.
Tfae tusks of the elephant and mammoth yield true ivory. MAMMOTH
IVORY or FOSSIL IVORY is found in large quantities in the region at
the mouth of the Lena, partly in the ice or among the glacial stones and
partly in caves. The large strongly bowed tusks are from males, the
smaller tusks from females. They have a circular cross-section, taper
toward the apex, are somewhat spirally twisted, and curve nearly into
a circle. The weight as a rule is 60-75 kg., but in exceptional cases
reaches 250 kg. Not infrequently they have, within, tangential clefts,
the so-called " round cracks " which are not visible on the surface and
ruin the material for technical purposes.
AFRICAN ELEPHANT IVORY, the most important ivory of com-
merce, is obtained from both the west and east coast of Africa. The
largest tusks are over 2 m. long and up to 60 (according to CUVIER up
to 175) kg. in weight. The tusks from the females weigh only 5-8 kg.
The West African product is hard, transparent, and is known as living
or glass ivory, while the East African is soft, opaque, white, and is there-
fore designated milk ivory.2
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